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,‘ri ® Murray Cooper je s uzivatelem Tomas Grim.

| don't often do this, but i was so impressed by my new friend Tomas Grim's photography, that |
wrote him this letter of inspiration, that my partner Patti suggested i share..

The image is the cover of his new book - "The bird world through the eyes of photographer”
(English translation of its Czech title)

| feel i should comment that the cover is what the publisher chose, and doesn't really reflect some
of the crazily creative images inside the book!!

Hi Tomas

After spending 11 hard-working days in the hot, steamy Amazon Rainforest with you, and seeing
your passion and extreme dedication to bird-photography - but not really knowing your work that
well - | was absolutely blown off my feet when you finally (on the last night!!) presented your
incredible book: Ptaci Svét - Ocima Fotografa.

For not showing the book off to me as soon as we met, as most people would do, you gave me yet
another reason to respect you - for that often lacking, but most important of human traits - being
humble!

Having lived as a photographer in the center of bird diversity -Ecuador - for over 35 years, | have
seen a lot of photographers come and go, all with a very similar mission and eye. Then you came
along!

Your book is truly one of the most impressive pieces of creativity | have seen in many years - you
are a genius on so many levels...

_.For thinking outside of the box, always looking for a different angle, light or message/story, while
the rest of the masses stand together copying what's already been done!

..For presenting birds in an urban environment in a way that leaves you dumbfounded trying to
work out what the hell is going on... which is the bird and which is the shadow... what am | seeing
here??!l Making the viewer think, leaving him surprised, but totally engaged.

...For your passion for the less flashy, but rarer birds that very few understand just how difficult they
are to capture.

_.And, possibly, most importantly for your phenomenal storytelling ability, both with the image and
the accompanying texts.... Makes me want to go back to school and become a Bird Doctor like
you!ll Knowing your subject matter does make a difference!

My Ecuadorian wife Patti (who is a professional artist) is still talking about your work! In Spanish
they call my symptoms an "envidia sana” - a healthy jealousy!

Thanks for inspiring me to look at my subject differently, and to always find the angle less used.
Seeing as | was your guide, and possibly your mentor, it ended up being a classic case of the
“teacher becoming the pupil"!

Well done on your (very bravel) move of stepping out of academia and into the world of bird-art...
you have chosen wisely my son!! The best awaits you.
| sincerely hope the world gets to see your work, it surely needs and deserves to be seen.

Sincerely and respectfully

Murray
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